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1 1 | Introduction | >>>
Archer Recreation Complex - Laramie County, Wyoming

S
E

C
T

IO
N

 1
IN

T
R

O
D

U
C

T
IO

N
    

1



1.1 OVERVIEW

The Archer Recreation Complex is a development intended 
to serve as a unique destination in Southeast Wyoming 
for county and regional facilities, recreation activities, 
commercial opportunities, and renewable energy resources. 
This 875 acre parcel accommodates the growing county 
functions and facilities in a convenient, effi cient, and 
sustainable complex.

1.2 THE SITE
Location

The Archer Recreation Complex is located ten miles east of 
Cheyenne on the south side of Interstate 80 at exit 370. The 
site is primarily accessed from the north from this interchange 
via Archer Parkway. Prairie Center Circle is the primary 
circulatory through the site. Two other roads connect the 
Archer Complex to adjacent residential properties to the east 
and south.
History

In 2004 the Laramie County Commissioners authorized 
the purchase of the Archer site, with the intent of creating 
a recreational and administrative complex that would serve 
county residents and regional patrons.
Character

Prior to development, the Archer Recreation Complex site 
has been characterized by generally fl at high plains prairie. 
The western and southern portions of the property contain 
a greater level of topographic change with large bluffs 
and grassy ravines. Near the center of the site, the former 
University of Wyoming Research Field Station site has an 
agricultural homestead character and includes barns, a 
silo, and residential and utilitarian structures. This part of 
the site contains areas of irrigated turf, ornamental shrubs, 
and notable groupings of mature trees in simple, functional, 
windrow patterns.
Zones

The site has been divided into fi ve separate zones                   
based on planned land use and character. These design 
guidelines include standards for the overall complex, but also 
include specifi c guidelines that apply to each zone.

A zone map has been provided on pages 8 and 9 of 
these Design Guidelines.  See Section 7 for zone specifi c 
requirements.

1.3 DESIGN PRINCIPLES

The overall Design Principles for Archer Recreation Complex 
are to:

• Create a unifi ed development while encouraging 
creativity and providing fl exibility for future users.

• Create and maintain a high quality rural character that 
would persist into the future regardless of jurisdiction.

• Honor the native landscape character of Southeast 
Wyoming’s high plains plateau.

• Integrate intelligent design solutions (low water 
consumption, effi cient energy use, integration with 
Wyoming’s natural, high plains environment).

• Provide a highly sustainable, environmentally effi cient 
and economically viable development. 

1.4 PURPOSE

Design Standards and Guidelines have been created to 
ensure the vision of the Archer Recreation Complex’s 
master plan is being realized and to provide guidance for 
future development by establishing a consistent level of 
quality.  While there is no particular building style or specifi c 
material that must be used at Archer Recreation Complex, 
this document outlines the overall unifi ed image, while 
encouraging the exploration of creative expression and 
unique identity.

Design Standards and Guidelines intend to help enhance the 
public’s perception of design quality.  They provide a baseline 
from which to assist county staff, planners, designers, 
developers, and owners when making critical decisions 
during the design process.  And, depending on future 
development trends, this document may evolve over time.

The goals and requirements of development are described 
as: Intent, Standards, and Guidelines.  Usually these 
components are used together and defi ned as:
Intent
Intent statements defi ne the goals for each topic described 
within this document.  The subsequent Standards and 
Guidelines usually provide direction to help achieve those 
goals, however Intent statements may also provide direction 
when any of the Standards and Guidelines have been 
contested.
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Standards
Standards are a list of critical and specifi c requirements 
required to achieve the stated Intent. The word “shall” is used 
in the description of each Standard to inform the applicant  
that compliance is expected.

Variations on a Standard may be accepted, however, if it can 
be proven that the Intent cannot be achieved by a Standard, 
an alternative Standard better achieves the stated Intent, or 
other circumstances make the Standard impractical or cost 
prohibitive.
Guidelines
Guidelines are not mandatory requirements, but rather a list 
of statements intended to help achieve the goals of the Intent.  
Guidelines use the term “should” or “may” to indicate they are 
encouraged, but not critical to the review process.  However, 
if a variation to a Standard is being sought, a topic’s 
Guidelines will be scrutinized during the review process.

1.5 DEFINITIONS

The following words and terms are used within this 
document, and apply only to the Archer Recreation Complex. 
Where a defi nition is not included, the defi nition used in the 
Laramie County Land Use Legislation shall be used.
Exposed to Public View 

Anything visible from a public street or open space.
Right-of-Way (ROW)

The designated area that lies between private property lines 
on the side that parallels the street.  Road improvements, 
storm drainage, sanitary sewers, sidewalks, landscaping 
such as tree lawns, trees, street furniture, and lighting are 
examples of items found within the public right-of-way and 
are required to be approved by Laramie County.
Signage (Building)

Window, wall, and projected signs whose design and content 
are related to a building’s use(s). Unlike complex signage, 
building signage may change more frequently over time, 
particularly when a building changes ownership.
Signage (Complex)

Monument, pedestal, and pole signs whose design and 
content are intended to create an identity for a street or area. 
Complex signage helps to maintain a consistent character 
within Archer Recreation Complex.
Street

A street’s full width from edge to edge, including any   

medians, landscaping, and sidewalks.

Streetscape

An area between a building or property line and the street, 
where pedestrian activity typically occurs.

1.6 COMPLIANCE

All projects within the Archer Recreation Complex shall 
comply with any and all applicable statutes, local, state and 
federal regulations promulgated by Laramie County and other 
agencies having jurisdiction.

1.7 APPROVAL PROCESS

All review and approval processes for development in 
the Archer Recreation Complex shall be conducted in 
conformance with County regulations.
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Pre-construction Aerial Photo (2009)
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Archer Recreation Complex Master Plan
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Not to scale
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Archer Recreation Complex Zone Map
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2 2 | Site Circulation | >>>
Archer Recreation Complex - Laramie County, Wyoming
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2.1 GENERAL CRITERIA
Intent

• To provide a safe and clear rural system of roads, trails, 
and walks that facilitate easy orientation and convenient 
access for all modes of transportation. 

• To organize and coordinate development by taking 
advantage of the sites natural features, views, and open 
character and creating defi ned development areas, 
recreational areas, and open spaces. 

• To establish a pattern and character of development for 
the long-term evolution of the complex.

• To create a built environment that observes a scale and 
character consistent with Wyoming’s high-plains prairie 
landscape. 

2.2 VEHICULAR CIRCULATION AND 
ACCESS

Intent
• To locate vehicular access in a way that is effi cient, 

safe, and minimizes confl ict with other modes of 
transportation, especially pedestrian traffi c.

• To provide clear entry points, or Gateways, to the site for 
pedestrians and cars.

• To utilize generous landscaped road setbacks to 
organize and guide the character of the complex and 
shall meet county separation requirements.

Standards
• Primary road patterns have been established for the 

Complex. Road cross-sections and plans are included 
within these guidelines and defi ne design for travel 
lanes, bike lanes, medians, roadside swales and 
drainage patterns, and sidewalks and trails within 80’ 
roadside setback. Access to proposed developments 
shall adhere to these established road patterns and 
plans. 

• New driveways serving individual sites shall be 
perpendicular to the street they serve and shall meet 
County separation requirements.

• Driveways shall be located and designed in accordance 
with County Regulations.  

Guidelines
• A single driveway in the public ROW should not be wider 

Generous setbacks emphasise the prairie setting

Effi cient Vehicular Circulation
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than what is minimally required for the safe movement of 
traffi c.

• Driveways should be shared between groups of buildings 
and uses.

2.3 PEDESTRIAN AND EQUESTRIAN 
CIRCULATION AND ACCESS

Intent
• To incorporate alternate modes of transportation (i.e. 

pedestrians, equestrians, bicycles) into the design of 
vehicular street systems.

• To provide continuous opportunities for pedestrian 
movement through the development. 

• To enhance pedestrian safety and comfort by providing 
clearly defi ned routes through parking areas and from 
the public sidewalk to primary building entries and trail 
connections.

• To design a safe, convenient, and inter-connected 
system of recreational and equestrian trails between 
public recreational uses and open space areas 
throughout the Complex. 

• To minimize confl icts between automobiles, pedestrians, 
bicyclists and equestrians.

Standards
• Public sidewalk and trail patterns have been established 

for the Complex including paved sidewalks, and unpaved  
recreational and equestrian trails. New developments 
shall be responsible for construction of the portion(s) of 
the sidewalk and/or trail adjacent to their property. New 
sidewalks and trails shall connect to the existing trail 
system to create a continuous circulation system. 

• Road plans include detached sidewalks along at least 
one side of all streets, and a detached meandering trail 
system connecting recreational amenities within the 
Complex. Pedestrian access to proposed developments 
shall adhere to these established road plans. 

• Paved sidewalks shall be concrete with no color 
additives, using a medium broom fi nish and tooled joints, 
except for wheelchair ramps, which shall comply with all 
local, state and federal standards. Sidewalks shall be 6’ 
minimum width. 

• Unpaved recreational and equestrian trails shall be 
constructed with compacted stabilized crusher fi nes. 

Crusher Fines trails offer a soft rural feel
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Unpaved trails shall be 10’ minimum width.

• A direct pedestrian connection to the building entry shall 
be provided from the public sidewalk.

• Development shall provide pedestrian circulation from 
public walks to parking areas, building entries, and 
open spaces. Walkways shall be provided to separate 
pedestrians and vehicles, and shall link ground level 
uses. Pedestrian walks shall be a minimum of fi ve feet 
wide.

• Pedestrian walks intended for shared use with bicycles 
shall be not less than 10 feet in width.

• All parking areas located between a street and a building 
shall include a pedestrian walk linking the building with a 
public sidewalk. Walks may be attached to internal drives 
or parking areas if they are a minimum of fi ve feet wide 
along drives or seven feet wide where parked vehicles 
overhang the curb.

• Contiguous developments shall avoid construction of 
physical barriers between projects unless necessary for 
safety or the mitigation of adverse impacts.

Guidelines
• Pedestrian crossings should be located a safe distance 

from vehicular driveways or access to parking and 
service areas. 

• Clear and safe pedestrian routes shall be defi ned 
through parking areas to provide pedestrian access 
between buildings with minimum confl icts with vehicles. 
Where walks cross drive aisles, they should be clearly 
marked with signage, special paving, landscaping, or 
similar methods.

• All building entries, parking areas, public open space 
areas, and other destinations should be interconnected 
through convenient systems of pedestrian walks.

• Adjoining developments should create opportunities for 
interconnected pedestrian walk systems and connections 
to adjacent recreational/equestrian trails to facilitate 
pedestrian access between different developments, 
buildings, activities and uses.

2.4 BICYCLE CIRCULATION AND 
ACCESS

Intent
• To provide an interconnected, convenient, and safe 

Multi-use trail with native edge
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system of bicycle lanes and bikeways throughout the 
Archer Recreation Complex.

• To promote bicycle commuting by providing simple 
access and convenient parking areas at building 
developments.

Guidelines
• Bicycle parking should be easily accessible and located 

near building entries.  Once inside a building, bicycle 
commuters should have visibility of bicycle parking areas 
from major areas of a building (lobby).

• Buildings should provide a locker area and shower to 
encourage employees to commute via bicycle.

• Bicycle circulation within Archer Recreation Complex 
should connect with other planned or existing off-site 
bicycle routes.

• Forcing bicyclists to cross major vehicular intersections 
is dangerous and should be avoided.
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3 3  | Landscape Design | >>>

Archer Recreation Complex - Laramie County, Wyoming
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3.1 GENERAL CRITERIA
Intent

• To create and maintain a high quality landscape 
character honoring the native high plains prairie 
aesthetic. 

• To mitigate the impacts of site coverage with buildings 
and impervious surfaces.

• To promote water conservation and a well maintained 
appearance.

• To create usable open spaces and transitions between 
developed areas suitable for recreational activities.

Standards
• Each development shall submit a landscape plan 

showing plant materials, locations, sizes, quantities, and 
irrigation. Landscaped areas shall be categorized as 
irrigated landscaping, low-water landscaping, and native 
non-irrigated areas.

• Developed areas not covered by impervious surfaces 
shall be native grasslands, living plant material, and/or 
mulches.

• Open native grassland shall be the predominant 
element in the landscape. Open prairie with native 
plants clustered in pockets associated with drainage 
areas is the unifying landscape theme, as well as use of 
functional windrow patterns.

• Plant evergreen trees on uplands, while locating 
cottonwoods, willows, and other riparian plants in 
drainages. 

• High-use areas near buildings and in pedestrian areas 
shall be more heavily planted with ornamental species 
to provide color, interest and shade. Perimeter areas of 
sites shall be planted with native grasses and naturalized 
clusters of shrubs to provide a continuous grassland 
aesthetic throughout the project area.

• Landscape areas shall be continuous from one lot to 
another and shall incorporate landscape materials that 
are compatible with landscaping on adjacent lots, public 
streets, drainage corridors, and landscape easements.

• Stockpile and redistribute (or import if necessary) a 
minimum of four inches of topsoil over areas to be 
planted.  

• Use non-persistent herbicide prior to planting to curtail 

Buck and rail fencing allow for a transparent border

Complement the native prairie landscape

Water conservation can coincide with great landscapes
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weed establishment.

• Incorporate erosion control blankets and/or appropriate 
mulch to reduce erosion and improve soil moisture 
conditions for new plantings.

• Water conserving planting design and irrigation practices 
shall be employed.

Guidelines
• Enlist the services of a Landscape Architect licensed in 

the State of Wyoming to prepare landscape design and 
construction plans. 

• The Archer Recreation Complex has a unique prairie 
landscape. Developed areas should recognize this and 
compliment its character through the construction of 
landscape forms, materials, and methods.

• Landscaping should compliment buildings and buffer 
large impervious surface areas.

• Landscaping should defi ne and enhance the sense of 
arrival at appropriate locations.

• Landscaping should be coordinated with adjacent lots 
to result in a visually cohesive area, and to avoid abrupt 
transitions between developments.

• Landscaping may be used as a transition between 
natural open spaces and developed areas.

• Landscaping may be used to screen areas of large 
undifferentiated building massing, service areas, and 
small utilities and equipment.

• Where present, existing healthy trees should be 
preserved unless it is demonstrated to be too diffi cult or 
impractical.

3.2 PLANT SPECIES
Intent

• To delineate planting zones with similar characteristics 
and proposed function. Characteristics should include 
slope, aspect, soil type, and moisture levels. Functions 
may include wildlife habitat, recreational use, or visual 
amenity or visual screening.

Standards
• The Complex shall be characterized by the predominant 

use of dryland seed. Irrigated turf areas shall be limited 
to high visibility and high foot traffi c areas only.

Provide color and interest in high-use areas

Use native and adapted plants
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• Landscapes should be designed to be natural and low-
maintenance, without requirements for extensive pruning 
to maintain design intent.

• Use native and adapted plants.

• Obtain horticultural testing of the site soils, and develop 
plant lists and seed mixes based on the specifi c site soil 
conditions.

• Delineate planting zones based on soil characteristics 
and function. Develop plant lists appropriate for each 
planting zone.

• Required landscaping shall meet the following minimum 
size requirements:

 ◦ Deciduous trees  2” caliper
 ◦ Ornamental trees  1-1/2” caliper
 ◦ Evergreen trees  6 feet tall
 ◦ Shrubs   5 gallon container
 ◦ Vines and perennials 1 gallon container

• All plant material used shall meet the minimum 
standards established by the American Association of 
Nurserymen, as published in the American Standards for 
Nursery Stock (comply with ANSI Z60.1).

Guidelines
• Design for ease of maintenance.

• Develop a plant list for each zone type and exposure. 
See Appendix B for a recommended plant list.      

• Select species based on the optimal moisture zones. 

• Concentrate or group shrubs and woody plants into 
beds or groups to more quickly create habitat for wildlife 
and to reduce weeding, watering and maintenance 
requirements. These grouped plantings with thickets 
of shrubs and broad sweeps of fl owers in meadows 
replicate Wyoming’s naturally occurring Wyoming high 
plains landscape. 

• Construct planting wells around each tree or group of 
woody plants to capture natural moisture for the plants. 

• Use organic mulch in planting beds or in tree wells to 
increase moisture retention and to reduce weed and 
grass encroachment.

Use native and adapted species

Select species based on optimal moisture zones
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3.3 WALLS AND FENCES
Intent

• To enhance the relationship between buildings, streets, 
and open spaces by coordinating the location of walls 
and fences.

• To avoid long, un-articulated walls or fences and prevent  
long sections of fence on both sides of the road.

Standards
• Walls and fences shall be minimized and used only for 

required security or screening of service areas. 

• Perimeter site fences shall be prohibited.

• High quality materials shall be used for fences visible 
from the public view.

• The design and materials for walls and fences shall be 
coordinated with and compliment the building’s design in 
terms of material, color, quality, scale and detail. 

Guidelines
• Where security fencing is required, it should be screened 

from public view through building placement and 
landscaping.

3.4 STREETSCAPE WITHIN THE 80-
FOOT SETBACK AREAS

Intent
• To create a consistent landscape theme along the 

primary circulation routes to organize and guide the 
character of the complex.

• To provide an 80-foot setback area adjacent to Archer 
Parkway and Prairie Center Circle.

• To provide roadside swales and drainage, sidewalks 
and trails, and theme plantings of native grasses, gentle 
berms, buck and rail fencing and natural clusters of trees 
and shrubs within the setback area.

Standards
• Landscape design adjacent to setback areas shall 

conform to the requirements of the Landscape Master 
Plan.

Guidelines
• Final plant locations should be based on actual site 

requirements, accesses, pedestrian circulation, and 
buffering needs.

Buck and Rail Fence offers a transparent border and is 
wildlife friendly
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• Applicants should refer to Appendix B for a 
recommended plant list.

3.5 PARKING AREA LANDSCAPING
Intent

• To soften and mitigate the visual impacts of large paved 
parking areas.

• To use adjacent landscape areas to help treat water 
quality from runoff associated with impervious parking 
areas. 

Standards
• The County’s regulations for the landscaping of 

parking areas shall be in full effect unless specifi cally 
superseded by more stringent criteria herein.

• Use bioswales in landscaped parking lot separators to 
direct runoff through vegetated swales before entering 
the storm drainage system. 

• Parking lot islands and landscaped separators shall 
be planted with trees, shrubs, and grasses to provide 
pavement shading and to visually buffer parking 
expanses. 

Guidelines
• Landscaping around parking lots should be designed so 

as to buffer the view of parked cars from the street or 
Interstate and reduce the impact of headlights on nearby 
development.

• Landscaped areas in and around surface parking lots 
should be laid out with the intent of minimizing the 
perception of large, continuous expanses of pavement.

3.6 STORMWATER CONVEYANCE 
AND DETENTION

Intent
• To develop integrated solutions to storm drainage 

conveyance that add to the overall character of the site 
and incorporate Best Management Practices. 

Standards
• Vertical walls shall be prohibited in detention facilities 

except for limited areas associated with outlet structures. 

• Overall drainage patterns and regional detention 
facilities have been established for the Complex. New 
developments be integrated with the established regional 
detention facilities. 

The 80’  setback offers a prairie aesthetic

Native planting saves water and promotes biodiversity
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• Each site shall incorporate the design of stormwater 
conveyance and detention systems into the overall 
planning for the project.

• Consideration shall be made to how development can 
also function as wildlife corridors, visual amenities, 
and passive open space opportunities for the Archer 
Recreation Complex.

• Stormwater management techniques that use vegetated 
swales to naturally treat and slow down stormwater and 
to promote natural soil infi ltration shall be used.

• Stormwater conveyance systems shall be designed to 
use a connected series of bioswales, vegetated swales 
and channels for stormwater infi ltration in place of 
enclosed storm sewers.

• Low maintenance landscapes and areas of no-mow 
prairie in large drainage and detention areas shall be 
implemented. Appropriate access shall be provided to 
allow for periodic maintenance of detention facilities.

Guidelines
• The design and grade of borrow ditches and detention 

ponds should be made with irregular, natural shapes and 
varied side slopes. 

• Landscaped areas should slope to drain (2% minimum) 
or be planted appropriately so regular mowing is not 
required.

• Detention areas should be designed to take advantage 
of the large, expansive open spaces within the Complex. 
Side slopes should be gentle and varied rather than 
uniform and unnatural. Slopes should range from 4:1 to 
50:1. No vegetated slope should exceed 3:1.

• Varied, not uniform, side and bottom slopes should 
be used in the design of detention ponds to enhance 
opportunities for plant diversity and wildlife habitat.

• Flat areas for vegetation at various depths above the 
average water level or ground water elevation should be 
created to allow for a greater diversity of plant types.

• A combination of various techniques could be used to 
create a wide array of diverse soils and exposures for 
plants and animals to thrive.

• Detention ponds should be designed with positive slopes 
(2% minimum) near the outlet to avoid standing water 
and limit mosquito habitat.

Design detention areas to offer a visual amenity

Varied side slopes hide the true size of the pond
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• Turf areas that require regular mowing should be sloped 
to drain appropriately. Flatter areas are encouraged 
to increase infi ltration, but should be landscaped 
appropriately with wetland plants, forbs and shrubs so 
that regular mowing is not required. 

• Consideration of maintenance equipment and personnel 
should be made for proper care and management of 
stormwater facilities.

• Slopes should be designed to provide appropriate 
access for wheeled service vehicles, utility vehicles, lawn 
mowers and/or brush hogs.

• Trash and debris will be periodically removed by 
maintenance personnel. Cleanup operations may require 
the use of heavy equipment.

Wildfl owers are essential to the prairie landscape
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4 4 | Architectural Design | >>>
Archer Recreation Complex - Laramie County, Wyoming
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4.1 FORM, MASSING AND SCALE
Intent

• To provide cohesiveness within Archer Recreation 
Complex, but also encourage individuality and 
uniqueness within each developed site.

• To emphasize pedestrian interaction and activity by 
providing buildings with appropriately scaled and clearly 
defi ned entrances.

• To avoid the orientation of inferior building façades or 
service areas toward a public street.

• To promote building forms that refl ect and relate to the 
rural character of Wyoming.

Standards
• Building forms and massing shall provide visual interest, 

and variety, but also shall refl ect the overall vision of 
Archer Recreation Complex.

• Building shall relate to the prairie landscape by 
minimizing height and applying materials and color tones 
of the surrounding palette.

• Buildings shall relate to and reinforce the human scale 
by minimizing large blank walls at a consistent height 
or in a single plane, and organizing a building’s fl oor 
heights with natural grade.

• Scaling elements shall be integral to a building’s 
architecture and not applied as a thinly veiled veneer.

• Where provided, retail spaces shall have direct 
pedestrian access from public streets or parking areas.

• Primary building entries shall be easily visible and 
conveniently located near a public street or parking area.

Guidelines
• Interest and variety could be achieved by using varied 

building modules, such as recessed or projecting bays, 
expressing a building’s structural system, and/or using 
multiple window sizes, shapes, and patterns

• Buildings should maintain a cohesive relationship with 
their site.

• A building’s massing, form, and roof profi le may be 
infl uential on the quality of adjacent property.

• Flat roofs should be minimized to maintain a rural 
aesthetic.  Roof forms should not be used as an 
identifi able corporate image or signage.

Use varied, clear forms with well defi ned entrances

Express architectural and structural modules

Implement a variation of building forms
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4.2 FENESTRATION
Intent

• To utilize a variety of building materials and provide 
visual interest.

• To minimize glare by limiting the use of refl ective glass.
Standards

• For buildings within the Gateway Complex, ground fl oor 
façades shall provide at least a 40% window to solid 
wall ratio. If present, upper fl oor portions of a building’s 
façade shall provide at least a 20% window to solid wall 
ratio.

• Refl ective glazing shall be permissible only in limited 
applications and for aesthetic effects.

• Solid façades shall be oriented away from public view.
Guidelines

• Glazing should be a signifi cant feature of a building’s 
design, and should be celebrated, particularly within any 
façade facing a public street.

• Glazing should be clear, un-tinted glass.

• Buildings with large amounts of glazing should 
incorporate a variety of mullion profi les and patterns.

• Exterior sun-shading devices should be considered on 
buildings with large areas of southern exposure.

4.3 MATERIAL QUALITY & DETAIL
Intent

• To encourage quality materials that are in harmony with 
the rural character of the Complex, and complimentary 
to the large-scale open landscape and natural 
surroundings.

• To encourage the design of sustainable buildings that 
utilize recycled, renewable, and/or reused construction 
materials.

• To provide quality and durable materials appropriate to 
the long-term use and value of the development.

• To incorporate human scale in material quality and detail.

• To utilize local materials when available.
Standards

• Building facades facing public streets shall create a 
varied and human scaled expression in order to improve 
the comfort and interest of the pedestrian environment.  

Provide quality materials and detailing

Provide variations in massing and roof profi les

Relate to and reinforce pedestrian scale
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Provide strong architectural indoor-outdoor connections

Create texture and relief in these facades by bringing 
out changes in plane, material and detail to create an 
interplay of texture,  light and shadow.

• Buildings shall use materials that are durable, easily 
maintained, and able to retain their appearance over 
time.

• It shall be prohibited to use the following materials within 
primary building façades visible from public view:

 ◦ Pre-cast concrete T’s.
 ◦ Structural plain-faced Concrete Masonry Units used 

as an exterior fi nish material. Split-face or ground-face 
CMU is an acceptable alternative in limited quantities.

 ◦ Synthetic stucco or EIFS at the ground fl oor up to 20 
feet high within the Gateway Zone.

 ◦ Metal buildings within the Gateway Zone.
Guidelines

• Colors should generally match earth tones and blend 
into the surrounding landscape.

• Material quality and durability is most important at 
locations near pedestrian interaction, such as entrances, 
and on building façades within public view.

4.4 SERVICE AND EQUIPMENT 
AREAS

Intent
• To minimize the visibility of building service areas and 

utilities from public view and adjacent properties.
Standards

• Service driveways shall not use dedicated lanes, but 
shall be part of the site circulation.

• Service areas shall be located at the rear or side of 
buildings, screened from view from the street and/or 
open space.

• All service areas within a building shall be combined to 
the extent possible, rather than having separate service 
areas for each function.

• All outdoor refuse containers and freestanding utility 
equipment shall be screened from view from adjacent 
properties and streets.

• Rooftop mechanical and communications equipment 
shall be screened from the view of public streets and 
open space.

Transparent glazing at occupied levels

Buildings provide edges to streets and open space
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• Screening enclosures shall be harmonious with a 
building’s architecture, and constructed from the same 
or complimentary materials as the building.  Screening 
enclosures shall be large enough to completely hide the 
equipment/areas they are screening.

Guidelines
• If possible, adjacent buildings should share service 

equipment and access.

• Landscaping or plant materials may be suffi cient to 
screen some smaller service equipment.

Provide quality natural and durable materials

Minimize negative visual impacts of service areas

Architectural screening facade
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5 5 | Lighting | >>>
Archer Recreation Complex - Laramie County, Wyoming
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5.1 GENERAL CRITERIA
Intent

• To enhance vehicular and pedestrian visibility, and 
emphasize public and private features and destinations 
while minimizing lighting glare, contrast, and impacts on 
the surrounding areas.

• To provide illumination for functional and security 
needs of any site in a way that does not adversely 
affect adjacent properties or dark sky access. The 
intent is to minimize light trespass from buildings and 
sites, reduce sky-glow to maintain dark sky access, 
improve nighttime visibility through glare reduction, and 
reduce development impact from lighting on nocturnal 
environments.

5.2 STREET LIGHTING
Intent

• To provide a safe environment and an organized 
appearance.

Standards
• Street lights for the majority of the public streets within 

the Archer Complex have been predetermined. Consult 
the overall street lighting plans available from the County 
for more information concerning location, quantity, and 
fi xture styles.

• Variations to the lighting design (spacing, location, 
height, fi xture style, output, etc.), shall be reviewed on a 
case-by-case basis.

Guidelines
• The placement of street lighting should integrate with 

other features such as trees, curb cuts, and signage.

5.3 PEDESTRIAN LIGHTING
Intent

• To enhance the character and safety of the Complex.
Standards

• Pedestrian lighting shall clearly illuminate the path of 
travel.

• Pedestrian lighting shall be uniformly colored and 
distributed without dark areas, which can create security 
risks.

• Pedestrian lighting shall minimize glare and light 
pollution by using cut-off or shielded type fi xtures.

Street lighting fi xture example: KIM Entabulature series
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• Final fi xture selection shall be determined by the County 
for compatibility with the overall Archer Complex design 
character.

Guidelines
• Light fi xtures should be placed in an organized pattern, 

coordinating with the locations of other site features.

• Better light distribution can be achieved by using a 
greater number of shorter fi xtures than fewer taller ones.

• Pedestrian lighting should be brighter than street lighting 
to help defi ne a path of travel.

• Despite causing slightly more glare, Pedestrian lighting 
generally should utilize cooler lamps.

• LED fi xtures should be used when possible.

5.4 PARKING AREA LIGHTING
Intent

• To provide safe, secure, and unobtrusive lighting in 
parking areas while minimizing the negative effect on 
adjacent properties.

Standards
• The height of parking lot light fi xtures shall be limited in 

height and evaluated on a case-by-case basis.

• Parking Area lighting shall be uniformly colored and 
distributed without dark areas, which can create security 
risks.

• Parking Area lighting shall minimize glare and light 
pollution by using cut-off or shielded type fi xtures.

• Final fi xture selection shall be determined by the County 
for compatibility with the overall Archer Complex design 
character.

Guidelines
• Parking area lighting should provide no more than the 

lowest level of illumination, while still providing a safe 
environment.

• Parking area lighting should respect adjacent properties 
and be designed to minimize negative impacts.

• Parking area lighting should be placed in a well-
organized pattern. Better light distribution can be 
achieved by using a greater number of shorter fi xtures 
than fewer taller ones.

Consistent pedestrian lighting guides the user
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• Lighting levels in parking areas should not exceed two 
foot candles when measured at the ground.

5.5 ACCENT AND SECURITY 
LIGHTING

Intent
• To provide appropriate building lighting to accentuate 

design features while minimizing glare and light pollution.
Standards

• Accent lighting shall be low level and limited to 
architectural features, and not illuminating entire building 
facades.

• Colored accent lighting shall be permitted only when 
used for holiday lighting.

• Building light fi xtures shall be of a quality and 
aesthetic appearance that compliments the Complex’s 
architectural and landscape design character.

• Service area lighting shall be concealed from view and 
minimize light pollution by utilizing cut-off or shielded 
type fi xtures.

Guidelines
• Lighting above pedestrian height should be shielded to 

block visibility of the source of light.

• Lights in motion (spotlights) should be avoided.

• Landscape features should be illuminated, but using a 
lower-level light source.

• The source of security lighting should be shielded from 
view, particularly from public areas.

• Outdoor storage area lighting should be similar in 
appearance to parking areas, but should utilize a lower-
level of lighting.

Lighting highlights architectural features
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6 6 | Signage | >>>
Archer Recreation Complex - Laramie County, Wyoming
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6.1 COMPLEX SIGNS

An integrated sign system has been developed for the Archer 
Complex to help create a consistent and high-quality theme 
throughout the development. The sign system consists of 
gateway features and entry monuments, directional signs 
and building identifi cation signs. Building identifi cation signs 
for each site within the Archer Complex shall be designed to 
meet the campus standards.

6.2 BUILDING IDENTIFICATION 
SIGNS

Character sketches of the overall sign system are depicted 
here. Design and fabrication drawings for a typical ground-
mounted building identifi cation sign are available from 
the County. These drawings include sizes, materials and 
fabrication details that shall be used for building identifi cation 
signs within the Archer Complex development.

6.3 BUILDING MOUNTED SIGNS
Intent

• To identify the location of a business or area of interest 
with signage that is unobtrusive to surrounding uses 
and well-integrated with the buildings and/or landscape 
design.

• To encourage signs which are creative in their use of 
form, materials, lighting, and graphics without creating 
visual clutter.

Standards
• Signs shall compliment the architecture of the buildings 

on which they are placed in terms of materials, color, 
scale, and lighting.

• Signs shall be constructed with high quality, durable 
materials appropriate to the physical demands of a rural 
setting.

• Building signs shall consist of individual pan channel 
logos, graphics, and/or text.  No cabinet signs are 
allowed on buildings.

• Face-lit or halo illumination of individual letters/graphic 
is allowed. External wall fl ood illumination or uplighting 
shall be prohibited.

• Buildings shall be designed with signage in mind, so that 
it does not appear to be an afterthought.

• All conduits, transformers, or other “unfi nished” elements 

Entry monuments complement architecture

Consistent signage enhances the character of the complex

Wayfi nding sign
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providing support or power to building signs shall be 
concealed from view.

Guidelines
• Signs should be visible without being obtrusive.

• Signs should compliment a building’s architecture.

• Wall, window, or arcade signage should not overlap or 
conceal major architectural elements.

S
E

C
T

IO
N

 6
S

IG
N

A
G

E

37



38

Ar
ch

er
 C

om
ple

x P
lan

ne
d U

nit
 D

ev
elo

pm
en

t
De

sig
n S

tan
da

rd
s a

nd
 G

uid
eli

ne
s



7 7 | Zone-Specific Requirements | >>>
Archer Recreation Complex - Laramie County, Wyoming
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Archer Recreation Complex Zone Map
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7.1 COMPLEX OVERVIEW

Archer Recreation Complex is divided into fi ve separate 
zones based on planned land use and character. The 
zones provide an overall transition in intensity of use from 
north to south – from the Interstate 80 frontage to the 
adjacent rural residential uses to the south, east and west. 
This section outlines specifi c site planning standards that 
apply to each zone. Overall, these standards are intended 
to encourage a mix of uses to promote the success of the 
Archer Recreation Complex as a destination for County 
government and regional facilities, recreational activities, 
commercial opportunities, and renewable energy 
resources.

Please see Appendix A for setback table of the various 
zones.

7.2 GATEWAY ZONE
General Criteria

The Gateway Zone includes the main entrance and 
visitor experience into the site, and the areas most visible 
and accessible from the Interstate 80 interchange. It 
is intended for a mix of uses suitable for this unique 
Interstate frontage.
Intent

• To encourage a mix of commercial uses, retail 
centers, visitor amenities and shared parking 
opportunities. 

• To provide for compatibility of use, access, and 
circulation between adjoining properties.

• To ensure that building placement and orientation is 
consistent with pedestrian oriented development.

• To set standards of quality that will ensure long term 
value and maintainability of properties.

• To adequately provide for parking without excessively 
providing paved impervious surfaces.

• To encourage comprehensive, multi-site parking 
strategies that minimize redundant access and 
that maximize convenient vehicle and pedestrian 
circulation within and between sites.

• To minimize the visual impact of parking lots from 
streets, open space areas, and adjoining uses.

Allowable Land Uses

Allowed uses within the Gateway Zone are listed below.  
Uses not listed are prohibited.  Uses that are specifi cally 
prohibited are listed to aid the interpretation of theses 
standards.

Allowed:

• Restaurants

• Hotels and Motels

• Retail (Goods stored entirely within building)

• Offi ces

• Child Care Facilities

• Assisted Living Facilities

• Medical Facilities

• Educational Facilities

• Entertainment Facilities

• Welcome Centers/Museums

• Schools

• Churches

• Government Facilities

• Outdoor Display Areas that are limited to business hours

Prohibited:

• Gas Stations

• Truck Stops

• Vehicle Repair/Maintenance (Unless as an accessory 
use to a retail facility.  All repairs and maintenance must 
take place entirely within building)

• Fireworks Sales

• Outdoor Storage

• Vehicle Sales and Display
Development Patterns

Site planning must address issues of orientation of façades 
so that a building does not “turn its back” on any major street 
or roadway – a 360 degree view angle to each site should 
be evaluated. In addition to any other required access and 

42

Ar
ch

er
 C

om
ple

x P
lan

ne
d U

nit
 D

ev
elo

pm
en

t
De

sig
n S

tan
da

rd
s a

nd
 G

uid
eli

ne
s



orientation, all sites adjoining I-80 shall consider the interstate 
highway to be a primary orientation with regard to the quality 
and orientation of site design, architecture, landscape, 
parking and loading dock/service area design. I-80 frontage 
shall comply with all applicable provisions of these design 
standards and guidelines. If present, loading docks and 
service areas shall be screened from I-80 view. 
Standards

• Developed lots within the Gateway Zone shall be 
designed with a maximum impervious surface of 50%. 
Functional pervious pavements shall not contribute to 
this maximum allowance.

•  Lot dimensions and proportions shall facilitate 
subdivision into lots that are generally regular in size 
and shape and avoid leftover parcels that are diffi cult to 
develop.

• Lots shall be designed to minimize confl icts between 
automobiles, trucks, bikes, and pedestrians, as well as 
to create an organized system of entrances, driveways, 
parking lots, and delivery areas. 

• Lots shall be designed with appropriate transitions of 
scale, height, and architectural character to provide 
reasonable consistency and compatibility with adjacent 
development. 

Transitions and Interconnections

• Transitions between differing adjacent uses shall allow 
for interconnections at a logical scale. Lots shall not be 
fenced off from the surrounding adjacent uses.

• Where abrupt changes in scale or height of buildings 
occur, provide adequate setback from the property line to 
result in a smooth transition to adjacent developments.  
Where incompatible scale or activities cannot be 
mitigated through adequate transition, buffering and 
screening shall be required. Buffering and screening 
strategies shall consider building and parking placement, 
building orientation, screen walls, fences, and 
landscaping.

• Infi ll buildings shall be located and designed to 
approximately align with previously established building/ 
parking relationships.

• See Appendix A for building and parking setbacks.
Building Size, Location and Orientation

• At least one main entrance of the primary use building 
on the site shall face and open directly onto a connecting 

walkway that connects to the public walk system in 
order to allow safe and direct pedestrian access.

• Building height within the Gateway Zone shall be 
limited to 35 feet.

• Building facades adjacent to Interstate 80 shall be 
equal in quality in regards to building articulation, 
variation in massing, and materials quality to the 
street-facing facades. Storage and service areas 
adjacent to Interstate 80 shall be fully screened from 
public view with landscape, berms, and/or screen 
walls. Screen wall materials shall match the building. 
At least 50% of any screen wall or fence shall be 
buffered with landscaping to avoid long, uninterrupted 
expanses of wall along the Interstate frontage.

Parking, Access and Circulation

• Parking quantity requirements shall be regulated by 
Laramie County Standards. 

• See Appendix A for building and parking setbacks.

• Permanent parking lots within the Gateway Zone shall 
be paved. Use of pervious pavements is encouraged 
and may be used to reduce parking requirements.

• Coordinate parking location and design with adjacent 
uses to maximize the potential for shared parking 
among uses.

• Coordinate circulation with adjacent developments 
when possible to simplify circulation and minimize 
street curb cuts.

• Vehicle circulation on each site shall be clearly 
organized to facilitate movement into and throughout 
parking areas. Parking drive lanes and intersections 
shall align where possible. 

• Provide for cross-access between development 
parcels to allow for connection between lots without 
accessing the street.

• Parking areas shall not be placed between the 
building frontage and the adjacent street, but shall 
instead be located to the side and/or rear of the 
primary buildings.

• Where primary pedestrian patterns must cross 
drive aisles, they shall be demarcated with painted 
crosswalks or a change in pavement type, color and/
or texture to indicate the crossing.
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• Parking lot areas shall be separated into sections 
of one hundred (100) parking spaces maximum, 
separated by landscape buffers ten feet (10’) wide or 
greater.

Guidelines 
Development Patterns

• Sites and buildings should be designed with an 
understanding of their role in meeting the overall 
complex planning goals, such as creating linkages 
and gateways, and an appropriate transition of land 
use and scale. 

• Consideration should be given to the opportunity 
for adjoining sites and buildings to share access, 
amenities, and relationships of form that will create a 
stronger overall identity.

• Buildings with frontage on open space should provide 
windows, doors, plazas, and so forth to encourage 
pedestrian activity and to embrace the open areas as 
an amenity. 

Transitions and Interconnections

• New development should relate to other existing 
or proposed development on adjoining properties 
to maximize useful interconnections and shared 
effi ciencies.

Building Size, Location and Orientation

• Primary building entrances should incorporate 
pedestrian amenities such as benches, plazas, and 
planters

• Building footprint within the Gateway Zone should be 
limited to 30,000 square feet in size.

Parking, Access and Circulation

• Use of structurally sound pervious pavements is 
encouraged to promote infi ltration of stormwater.

7.3 ARCHER CENTER
General Criteria

Archer Center is intended for a mix of community 
uses and public facilities including the Laramie County 
Fairgrounds, government offi ces, and recreational 
facilities. Master plans exist for much of the uses within 
Archer Center. Developments shall conform to the 
adopted master plans which outline proposed land uses, 
access and parking, building locations, and open space 
areas.

Intent
• To provide a setting for community uses, public facilities, 

and destination recreational activities to serve the 
citizens of Laramie County.

• To allow site planning fl exibility and consistency of 
development patterns within the Archer Center.

• To adequately provide for parking without providing 
excessive paved impervious surfaces.

• To encourage comprehensive, multi-site parking 
strategies that minimize redundant access and that 
maximize convenient vehicle and pedestrian circulation 
within and between sites.

• To minimize the visual impact of parking lots from 
streets, open space areas, and adjoining uses.

Allowable Land Uses

Allowed uses within Archer Center are listed below.  Uses not 
listed are prohibited.  Uses that are specifi cally prohibited are 
listed to aid the interpretation of theses standards.

Allowed:

• Recreational Uses

• Government Uses

• Offi ces

• Retail

• Restaurants

• Agricultural Uses

• Fairgrounds

• Camping
Standards
Development Patterns

• Developments shall conform to the adopted master plans 
for the zone including the Laramie County Fairgrounds 
Master Plan, the General Government Complex 
Master Plan, and the conceptual plans for the baseball 
recreational complex. 

• Developed lots within Archer Center shall be designed 
with a maximum impervious surface of 50%. Functional 
pervious pavements shall not contribute to this maximum 
allowance.
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Parking, Access and Circulation

• Parking quantity requirements shall be regulated by 
Laramie County Standards. 

• Use of pervious pavements is encouraged for parking 
lots where appropriate. Gravel parking areas must be 
maintained regularly for dust control. Paved parking 
areas may be required for high-traffi c use areas.

• Coordinate parking location and design with adjacent 
uses to maximize the potential for shared parking among 
uses.

• Where primary pedestrian patterns must cross drive 
aisles, they shall be demarcated with painted crosswalks 
or a change in pavement type, color and/or texture to 
indicate the crossing.

• Parking lot areas shall be separated into sections of one 
hundred (100) parking spaces maximum, separated by 
landscape buffers ten feet (10’) wide or greater.

• See Appendix A for building and parking setbacks.
Transitions and Interconnections

• Transitions between differing adjacent uses shall allow 
for interconnections at a logical scale. Lots shall not be 
fenced off from the surrounding adjacent uses

• Where abrupt changes in scale or height of buildings 
occur, provide adequate setback from the property line to 
result in a smooth transition to adjacent developments.  
Where incompatible scale or activities cannot be 
mitigated through adequate transition, buffering and 
screening shall be required. Buffering and screening 
strategies shall consider building and parking placement, 
building orientation, screen walls, fences, and 
landscaping.

• Infi ll buildings shall be located and designed to 
approximately align with previously established building/ 
parking relationships.

Guidelines
Transitions and Interconnections

• New development should relate to other existing 
or proposed development on adjoining properties 
to maximize useful interconnections and shared 
effi ciencies.

Parking, Access and Circulation

• Use of structurally sound pervious pavements is 
encouraged to promote infi ltration of stormwater.

7.4 INTERSTATE AND ARCHER 
TRANSITION ZONES

General Criteria

The Transition Zones consist of the Interstate and County 
Transition Zones on both the east and west sides of the 
Complex. These zones provide transition from the main 
I-80 interchange features and uses associated with the 
Gateway Zone to the outlying areas along the Interstate 
80 frontage, and from Archer Center to the adjacent rural 
residential lands to the east and west. They are intended 
for a mix of larger footprint uses such as commercial, 
industrial or service suitable for the Interstate frontage, 
and for recreational uses, government facilities, and 
energy development.  
Intent

• To encourage a mix of commercial and industrial uses 
appropriate for the Interstate 80 frontage. 

• To allow site planning fl exibility and consistency of 
development patterns within the Transition Zone.

• To provide for compatibility of use, access, and 
circulation between adjoining properties.

• To provide for all modes of transportation connecting 
to and through the Archer Recreation Complex.

• To set standards of quality that will ensure long term 
value and maintainability of properties.

• To reinforce the character and quality of public streets 
through the development of buildings that provides 
orientation and access toward the street. 

• To adequately provide for parking without excessively 
providing paved impervious surfaces.

• To encourage comprehensive, multi-site parking 
strategies that minimize redundant access and 
that maximize convenient vehicle and pedestrian 
circulation within and between sites.

• To minimize the visual impact of parking lots from 
streets, open space areas, and adjoining uses.

Allowable Land Uses

Allowed uses within the Transition Zones are listed below.  
Uses not listed are prohibited.  Uses that are specifi cally 
prohibited are listed to aid the interpretation of theses 
standards.

Allowed:
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• Service businesses
• Offi ces
• Hotels/Motels
• Restaurants
• Retail
• Warehousing (Goods stored entirely within building)
• Truck Stops
• Gas Stations
• Medical Facilities
• Child Care Facilities
• Assisted Living Facilities
• Educational Facilities
• Mixed-Use (Commercial/Residential)
• Renewable Energy Development
• Outdoor Storage when screened
• Outdoor Display Areas

Prohibited:
• Scrap, salvage or junk yards
• Fireworks Sales
• Any use which may emit harmful chemicals into the 

land, air or water
Standards
Development Patterns

Site planning must address issues of orientation of 
façades so that a building does not “turn its back” on any 
major street or roadway – a 360 degree view angle to 
each site should be evaluated. In addition to any other 
required access and orientation, all sites adjoining I-80 
shall consider the interstate highway to be a primary 
orientation with regard to the quality and orientation of 
site design, architecture, landscape, parking and loading 
dock/service area design. I-80 frontage shall comply with 
all applicable provisions of these design standards and 
guidelines. If present, loading docks and service areas 
shall be screened from I-80 view with a combination of 
masonry walls and landscaping. 

• Lots shall be designed to minimize confl icts between 
automobiles, trucks, bikes, and pedestrians, as well 
as to create an organized system of entrances, 
driveways, parking lots, and delivery areas. 

• Lots shall be designed with appropriate transitions of 
scale, height, and architectural character to provide 
reasonable consistency and compatibility with 

adjacent development. 

• Outdoor storage areas shall be screened from view with 
fences, screen walls, or landscaping.

• Developed lots within the Transition Zones shall be 
designed with a maximum impervious surface as follows:

 ◦ East Interstate Transition Zone - 70% max.
 ◦ West Interstate Transition Zone - 50% max.
 ◦ East Archer Transition Zone - 20% max.
 ◦ West Archer Transition Zone - 20%

• Functional pervious pavements shall not contribute to 
the above maximum allowances.

• Lot dimensions and proportions shall facilitate 
subdivision into lots that are generally regular in size 
and shape and avoid leftover parcels that are diffi cult to 
develop.

• All lots shall have frontage that is adjacent to a street. 
Street frontage shall typically be no less than 30% of the 
lot depth.

Transitions and Interconnections

• Transitions between differing adjacent uses shall allow 
for interconnections at a logical scale. Lots shall not be 
fenced off from the surrounding adjacent uses.

• Where abrupt changes in scale or height of buildings 
occur, provide adequate setback from the property line to 
result in a smooth transition to adjacent developments.  
Where incompatible scale or activities cannot be 
mitigated through adequate transition, buffering and 
screening shall be required. Buffering and screening 
strategies shall consider building and parking placement, 
building orientation, screen walls, fences, and 
landscaping.

• Infi ll buildings shall be located and designed to 
approximately align with previously established building/ 
parking relationships.

Building Size, Location and Orientation

• At least one main entrance of the primary use building 
on the site shall face and open directly onto a connecting 
walkway that connects to the public walk system in order 
to allow safe and direct pedestrian access.

• Building height within the Transition Zones shall be 
limited as follows:

 ◦ Interstate Transition Zones - 45 feet 
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 ◦ Archer Transition Zones - 65

• See Appendix A for building and parking setbacks.
Parking Access and Circulation

• Parking quantity requirements shall be regulated by 
Laramie County Standards. 

• Use of pervious pavements is encouraged for parking 
lots where appropriate. Use of curb and gutter shall be 
limited in the Transition Zone. Gravel parking areas must 
be maintained regularly for dust control. Paved parking 
areas may be required for high-traffi c use areas.

• Coordinate parking location and design with adjacent 
uses to maximize the potential for shared parking among 
uses.

• Coordinate circulation with adjacent developments when 
possible to simplify circulation and minimize street curb 
cuts.

• Vehicle circulation on each site shall be clearly organized 
to facilitate movement into and throughout parking areas. 
Parking drive lanes and intersections shall align where 
possible. 

• Provide for cross-access between development parcels 
to allow for connection between lots without accessing 
the street.

• Parking areas shall be minimized between the street and 
the building entrances. Locate parking to the side and/or 
rear of the primary buildings.

• Where primary pedestrian patterns must cross drive 
aisles, they shall be demarcated with painted crosswalks 
or a change in pavement type, color and/or texture to 
indicate the crossing.

• Parking lot areas shall be separated into sections of one 
hundred (100) parking spaces maximum, separated by 
landscape buffers ten feet (10’) wide or greater.

• See Appendix A for building and parking setbacks.
Guidelines
Development Patterns

• Sites and buildings should be designed with an 
understanding of their role in meeting the overall 
complex planning goals, such as creating linkages and 
gateways, and an appropriate transition of land use and 
scale. 

• Consideration should be given to the opportunity 
for adjoining sites and buildings to share access, 
amenities, and relationships of form that will create a 
stronger overall identity.

• Buildings with frontage on open space should provide 
windows, doors, plazas, and so forth to encourage 
pedestrian activity and to embrace the open areas as 
an amenity. 

• Primary building entrances should incorporate 
pedestrian amenities such as benches, plazas, and 
planters. 

Transitions and Interconnections

• New development should relate to other existing 
or proposed development on adjoining properties 
to maximize useful interconnections and shared 
effi ciencies.

Parking Access and Circulation

• Use of structurally sound pervious pavements is 
encouraged to promote infi ltration of storm water.

7.5 SOUTH BOUNDARY ZONE
General Criteria

The South Boundary Zone is intended as a transition 
area from the developed areas within the other zones and 
the rural residential areas to the south. It is intended for 
recreational uses, renewable energy development and 
open space.
Intent

• To limit built structures in the South Boundary zone 
to those accessory to the recreational and energy 
development uses.

Allowable Land Uses

Allowed uses within the South Boundary Zone are listed 
below.  Uses not listed are prohibited.  Uses that are 
specifi cally prohibited are listed to aid the interpretation of 
theses standards.

Allowed:

• Open Space

• Renewable Energy Development (Wind and Solar)

• Pedestrian and Equestrian Trails and facilities

• Energy Substation
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Standards
• Building footprint with the South Boundary Zone shall 

be limited to 5000 square feet in size.

• Building height within the South Boundary Zone shall 
be limited to 20 feet.

• Buildings shall be accessory to the recreational and 
energy development uses intended for this zone.

• See Appendix A for building and parking setbacks.
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8 8 | Appendices | >>>
Archer Recreation Complex - Laramie County, Wyoming
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8.1 APPENDIX A - SETBACK TABLE

Building Setbacks Parking Setbacks

Front Side Rear Property Line Front Side Rear

Gateway Zone 15’ 10’ 10’ N/A 15’ 10’ 10’
Transition Zones 20’ 10’ 20’ 50’ 20’ 10’ 10’
Complex Center 15’ 10’ 10’ N/A 15’ 10’ 10’
South Boundary 30’ 20’ 50’ 50’ 20’ 20’ 50’

8.2 APPENDIX B - RECOMMENDED PLANT LIST

SHADE TREES   
BOTANICAL NAME     COMMON NAME  
Acer negundo ‘Sensation’     Sensation Boxelder  
Alnus tenufolia                    Thinleaf Alder  
Betula occidentalis      Mountain Birch  
Celtis occidentalis      Hackberry  
Gleditsia triacanthos      Honeylocust  
Gymnocladus dioicus      Kentucky Coffeetree  
Populus x acuminata      Lanceleaf Cottonwood  
Populus sargentii                     Plains Cottonwood  
Quercus bicolor                     Swamp White Oak  
Quercus macrocarpa       Bur Oak  
   
ORNAMENTAL TREES   
BOTANICAL NAME       COMMON NAME  
Acer ginnala                      Amur Maple  
Acer tataricum                     Tatarian Maple  
Acer grandidetatum       Big-tooth Maple  
Crataegus ambigua       Russian Hawthorn  
Crataegus crus-galli inermis     Thornless Cockspur Hawthorn  
Crataegus laevigata       Crimson Cloud Hawthorn  
Quercus gambeli                     Gambel Oak  
Rhus glabra                     Smooth Sumac  
Rhus typhina                     Staghorn Sumac  
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EVERGREEN TREES   
BOTANICAL NAME      COMMON NAME  
Abies concolor                     White Fir  
Juniperus scopulorum       Rocky Mountain Juniper  
Juniperus osteosperma       Utah Juniper  
Picea pungens                     Colorado Spruce  
Pinus aristata                     Bristlecone Pine  
Pinus edulis                     Pinon Pine  
Pinus fl exilis                     Limber Pine  
Pinus nigra                     Austrian Pine  
Pinus ponderosa                     Ponderosa Pine  
Pinus sylvestris                     Scotch Pine  
   

DECIDUOUS SHRUBS   
BOTANICAL NAME                      COMMON NAME  
Amelanchier alnifolia                      Saskatoon Serviceberry  
Amelanchier utahensis                      Utah Serviceberry  
Amorpha canescens                       Leadplant  
Aronia melanocarpa ‘Iriquois Beauty Dwarf Black Chokeberry  
Artemesia cana    Silver Sagebrush  
Artemesia fi lifolia    Sand Sagebrush  
Artemesia tridentada wyomingensis  Wyoming Big Sagebrush  
Caragana arborescens                       Siberian Peashrub  
Caryopteris x clandonensis ‘Blue Mist’     Blue Mist Spirea  
Cercocarpus montanus                       Mountain Mahogany  
Chrysothamnus sp                        Rabbitbrush  
Chamaebatiaria millefolium         Fernbush  
Cornus stolonaifera ‘Baileyi’         Bailey’s Redtwig Dogwood  
Cornus sericea                                      Redtwig Dogwood  
Fallugia paradoxa                                     Apache Plume  
Forestiera neomexicana                       New Mexico Privet  
Krashininikovia lanata                       Winterfat  
Ligustrum vulgare ‘Lodense’  Lodense Privet  
Lonicera involucrata   Black Berry Honeysuckle  
Physocarpus malvaceus   Mallow Ninebark  
Potentilla fruticosa   Shrub Potentilla   
Prunus americana   American Plum  
Prunus besseyi    Western Sand Cherry  
Prunus besseyi ‘Pawnee Buttes’  Creeping Western Sand Cherry  
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Prunus virginiana   Chokecherry  
Purshia tridentata   Antelope Bitterbrush  
Ribes alpina   Alpine Currant  
Ribes aureum   Yellow Currant  
Ribes cereum   Edible Currant  
Rubus deliciosus   Boulder Raspberry  
Rhus aromatica ‘Gro-Low’  Dwarf Fragrant Sumac  
Rhus trilobata   Three-Leaf Sumac  
Rosa nutkana   Nootka Rose  
Rosa woodsii   Woods Rose  
Salix amygdaloides  Peachleaf Willow  
Salix exigua   Coyote Willow  
Sambucus racemosa  Red Elderberry  
Sheperdia argentea  Silver Buffaloberry  
Sorbus scopulina   Mountain Ash  
Symphoricarpus albus  White Snowberry  
Yucca glauca   Yucca/Soapweed  
   
EVERGREEN SHRUBS   
BOTANICAL NAME  COMMON NAME  
Cercocarpus ledifolius  Curl Leaf Mountain Mahogany  
Cercocarpus intricatus  Little Leaf Mountain Mahogany  
Juniperus chinensis ‘Holbert’ Holbert Juniper  
Juniperus communis  Common Juniper  
Juniperus horizontalis ‘Hughes’ Hughes Juniper  
Juniperus horizontalis ‘Youngstown’ Youngstown Creeping Juniper  
Juniperus sabina ‘Buffalo’  Buffalo Juniper  
Juniperus sabina ‘Scandia’  Scandia Juniper  
   
ORNAMENTAL GRASSES   
BOTANICAL NAME  COMMON NAME  
Achnatherum hymenoides  Indian Rice Grass  
Andropogon gerardii ‘Pawnee’ Big Bluestem  
Bouteloua gracilis   Blue Grama   
Calamagrostis canadensis  Bluejoint Reedgrass  
Deschampsia caespitosa  Tufted Hairgrass  
Festuca idahoensis ‘Siskyou Blue’ Blue Fescue  
Helictotrichon sempervirens Blue Oat Grass  
Hesperostipa comata  Needle and Thread Grass  
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Imperata cylindrica  Japanese Blood Grass  
Koeleria macrantha  Prairie Junegrass  
Nassella tenuissima  Mexican Feather Grass  
Panicum virgatum ‘Cheyenne Sky’ Switch Grass  
Saccharum ravennae  Plume Grass  
Schizachyrium scoparium  Little Bluestem  
   
PERENNIALS   
BOTANICAL NAME  COMMON NAME  
Achillea spp.   Yarrow  
Agastache spp.   Hyssop  
Aquilegia spp.   Columbine  
Artemesia spp.   Sage  
Callirhoe involucrata  Winecups  
Centranthus ruber  Jupiter’s Beard  
Cerastium tomentosum  Snow-In-Summer  
Heuchera spp.   Coral Bells  
Coreopsis spp.   Coreopsis  
Echinacea purpurea  Purple Conefl ower  
Erigeron speciosus  Aspen Daisy  
Eriogonum umbellatum  Sulfur Flower  
Gaillardia aristata   Blanket Flower  
Gazania linearis   Colorado Gold Gazania  
Hemerocallis spp.   Daylily  
Iris sibirica   Siberian Iris  
Lavendula angustifolia  Lavender  
Liatris spicata   Gayfeather  
Nepeta x faassenii  Catmint  
Oenothera caespitosa  White Evening Primrose  
Penstemon spp.   Penstemon  
Ratibida columnifera  Prairie Conefl ower  
Rudbeckia spp.   Conefl ower  
Santolina chamaecyparissus Lavender Cotton  
Sedum sp.   Stonecrop  
Stachys byzantina  Lamb’s Ears  
Stanleya pinnata   Prince’s Plume  
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